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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 



Paper Submitted 

2. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and placed of 
record in the file: 

a. Information Disclosure Statements as received on 1/31/2005, and 9/1 1/2003 are 
considered. 



Claim Objections 

3. Claims 6, 7, 13, 14, and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

4. Claims 6 and 20, line 3, recites the limitation "... data object is a separate file folder, 
should be corrected to ". . . data object in a separate file folder. 

5. Claim 13, line 3, recites the limitation ". . . data object is in a separate file folder. .." 
should be corrected to ". . . data object in a separate file folder. 

6. All dependent claims are objected to as having the same deficiencies as the claims they 
depend from. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,008 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2155 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

7. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

8. Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to software per se, which does 
not fall into the categories of "process", "machine", "manufacture" and "composition of 
matter". Referring to claim 15, claim 15 recites a computer program having code 
recorded on a computer readable medium, and then described a sending terminal 
comprising instructions which renders the sending terminal a software. And since there 
is no association between the sending terminal and the computer program stored on a 
computer readable medium, the sending terminal directs the claim to software per se. 

9. All dependent claims are rejected to as having the same deficiencies as the claims they 
depend from. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

10. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 1 . Claims 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

12. Referring to claims 9-14. Claims 9-14 depends either directly or indirectly on claim 8, 
and claim 8 recites a method claim. Claims 9-14 recite the limitations of "The electronic 
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mail communication network of claim which render the claims vague and indefinite. 
The electronic mail communication network is part of the description in claim 8, however 
the limitation in the dependent claim should depends on the method of claim 8. The 
limitations of claims 9-14 are viewed as "The method of claim ..." for further 
examination. 

13. Referring to claim 15, claim 15 recites the limitation in the preamble "A computer 
program having code recorded on a computer readable medium for fast communication 
with a symbol linked object based system in a communication network for electronic 
mail distribution between data processor controlled interactive display terminals", and 
then recite the limitation of "a sending terminal comprising: . . .", which renders the claim 
vague and indefinite. It's unclear what is the association between the preamble and the 
sending terminal. Therefore, the claim is vague and indefinite. 

14. Referring to claim 16-20. Claims 16-20 depends either directly or indirectly on claim 15, 
and claim 15 recites a computer program. Claims 16-20 recite the limitations of "The 
electronic mail communication network of claim ...", which render the claims vague and 
indefinite. The electronic mail communication network is part of the description in claim 
15, however the limitation in the dependent claims 16-20 should depend on the computer 
program of claim 15. The limitations of claims 16-20 are viewed as "The computer 
program of claim ..." for further examination. 

15. All dependent claims are rejected to as having the same deficiencies as the claims they 
depend from. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

16. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

17. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Daniell et al., US 
Publication Number 2004/0068545 Al, hereinafter Daniell. 

18. Referring to claim 1, Daniell teaches, in a communication network (page 3 [0040]) for 
electronic mail distribution between data processor controlled interactive display 
terminals (page 1 [0001-0002]), a sending terminal (computer 100, figure 1) comprising: 

a. means for storing data as a body (page 4 [0050] lines 8-12, composing email 
message by entering textual message into the body of the document) and an 
attachment (page 4 [0052] lines 1-4, a file is added as an attachment) for sending 
with electronic mail (figure 2, 3, 4, 15 and 17, composing an email with body and 
attachment, and send to a receiving device corresponds "means for storing data"); 

b. means for handshaking with a receiving terminal (remote computer 120, page 5 
[0059], lines 5-7, page 1 [0003], electronic message is sent to the receiving device 
(120) from the sending device (100), handshaking occurs when connection 
established between devices for data transmission); 

c. means for converting data in the sending terminal into a set of symbols (figure 17, 
page 6 [0065] lines 8-11, composed email with attachment, received at the 
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receiving device contains descriptive information which corresponds to "data 
converted into a set of symbols (descriptive information)) that contain information 
(name, size type) regarding an object (attached file) to which said data is linked 
(page 5 [0059] lines 5-10, page 6 [0065], information regarding to the attached 
file is displayed in the electronic message, such as file name, type and size); 

d. means for transmitting symbols to the receiving terminal (page 5 [0059] lines 5- 
10, message is received by a user's electronic message client) without transferring 
data objects (page 5 [0053], lines 23-28, descriptive information are displayed to 
the receiver to inform the size of the attached file before transferring the attached 
file; page 6 [0066], attached file is transferred after the descriptive information is 
viewed and the file is selected); and 

e. means for transferring the data objects in response to requests by the receiving 
terminal (page 6 [0066-0068], a command is received from the user of the 
receiving terminal to save a particular attachment). 

19. Referring claim 2, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 1 
further comprising: means for determining from said symbols a size of their 
corresponding data object (page 6 [0065], lines 2-6, figure 17, the symbol 76 KB shows 
the size of attached word file is determined to be seventy-six kilobytes). 

20. Referring claim 3, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 2 
further comprising means responsive to a request from the receiving terminal to select a 
data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0066], lines 4-5, a command (request) is 
received from the user of the receiving terminal to save a particular attachment). 
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21. Referring claim 4, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 3 
further comprising means responsive to a request from the receiving terminal to 
download a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0067-0068], after the 
command (request) is received, a copy if file is saved from the sender to the receiver 
(downloading)). 

22. Referring claim 5, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 3 
further comprising means responsive to a request from the receiving terminal to delete a 
data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0064] lines 13-17, read window is 
provided to the user to delete and manage messages and file attachments). 

23. Referring claim 6, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 2 
wherein: said means for storing a symbol of said data object separately from its 
corresponding data object in a separate file folder at the sending terminal (page 4 [0045], 
default attachment directory is the folder that saved the attached file (data object), page 6 
lines [0064], information regarding to the attachment is sent to the receiving terminal 
without the transferring data object, therefore the information are stored in a cache, which 
is in a separate file folder at the sending terminal). 

24. Referring claim 7, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 6 
further comprising means for separately transmitting said symbol from said data object 
(page 6 [0064-0068], information and attached file are transmitted separately). 

25. Referring claim 8, Daniell teaches a method for fast communication with a symbol linked 
object based system in a communication network for electronic mail distribution between 
data processor controlled interactive display terminals (page 1 [0001-0002]) including the 
steps of: 
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a. storing, at a sending terminal (computer 100, figure 1), data as a body (page 4 
[0050] lines 8-12, composing email message by entering textual message into the 
body of the document) and an attachment (page 4 [0052] lines 1-4, a file is added 
as an attachment) for sending with electronic mail (figure 2, 3, 4, 15 and 17, 
composing an email with body and attachment, and send to a receiving device); 

b. handshaking, by the sending terminal (computer 100), with a receiving terminal 
(remote computer 120, page 5 [0059], lines 5-7, page 1 [0003], electronic 
message is sent to the receiving device (120) from the sending device (100), 
handshaking occurs when connection established between devices for data 
transmission); 

c. converting data in the sending terminal into a set of symbols (figure 17, page 6 
[0065] lines 8-11, composed email with attachment, received at the receiving 
device contains descriptive information which corresponds to "data converted into 
a set of symbols (descriptive information)) that contain information (name, size 
type) regarding an object (attached file) to which said data is linked (page 5 
[0059] lines 5-10, page 6 [0065], information regarding to the attached file is 
displayed in the electronic message, such as file name, type and size); 

d. transmitting symbols, from the sending terminal to the receiving terminal (page 5 
[0059] lines 5-10, message is received by a user's electronic message client) 
without transferring data objects (page 5 [0053], lines 23-28, descriptive 
information are displayed to the receiver to inform the size of the attached file 
before transferring the attached file; page 6 [0066], attached file is transferred 
after the descriptive information is viewed and the file is selected); and 
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e. transferring the data objects from the sending terminal in response to requests by 
the receiving terminal (page 6 [0066-0068], a command is received from the user 
of the receiving terminal to save a particular attachment). 

26. Referring claim 9, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 8 
further including the step of determining from said symbols a size of their corresponding 
data object (page 6 [0065], lines 2-6, figure 17, the symbol 76 KB shows the size of 
attached word file is determined to be seventy-six kilobytes). 

27. Referring claim 10, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 

9 further including the step, responsive to a request from the receiving terminal, of 
selecting a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0066], lines 4-5, a command 
(request) is received from the user of the receiving terminal to save a particular 
attachment). 

28. Referring claim 11, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 

10 further including the step, responsive to a request from the receiving terminal, of 
downloading a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0067-0068], after the 
command (request) is received, a copy if file is saved from the sender to the receiver 
(downloading)). 

29. Referring claim 12, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 
10 further including the step, responsive to a request from the receiving terminal, of 
deleting a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0064] lines 13-17, read window 
is provided to the user to delete and manage messages and file attachments). 

30. Referring claim 13, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 
9 wherein: said storing of a symbol of said data object is stored separately from its 
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corresponding data object in a separate file folder at the sending terminal (page 4 [0045], 
default attachment directory is the folder that saved the attached file (data object), page 6 
lines [0064], information regarding to the attachment is sent to the receiving terminal 
without the transferring data object, therefore the information are stored in a cache, which 
is in a separate file folder at the sending terminal). 

31. Referring claim 14, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 
13 further including the step of separately transmitting said symbol from said data object 
(page 6 [0064-0068], information and attached file are transmitted separately). 

32. Referring claim 15, Daniell teaches a computer program having code recorded on a 
computer readable medium (page 3 [0041]) for fast communication with a symbol linked 
object based system in a communication network (page 3 [0040]) for electronic mail 
distribution between data processor controlled interactive display terminals(page 1 [0001 - 
0002]), a sending terminal (computer 100, figure 1) comprising: 

a. means for storing data as a body (page 4 [0050] lines 8-12, composing email 
message by entering textual message into the body of the document) and an 
attachment (page 4 [0052] lines 1-4, a file is added as an attachment) for sending 
with electronic mail (figure 2, 3, 4, 15 and 17, composing an email with body and 
attachment, and send to a receiving device corresponds "means for storing data"); 

b. means for handshaking with a receiving terminal (remote computer 120, page 5 
[0059], lines 5-7, page 1 [0003], electronic message is sent to the receiving device 
(120) from the sending device (100), handshaking occurs when connection 
established between devices for data transmission); 
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c. means for converting data in the sending terminal into a set of symbols (figure 17, 
page 6 [0065] lines 8-11, composed email with attachment, received at the 
receiving device contains descriptive information which corresponds to "data 
converted into a set of symbols (descriptive information)) that contain information 
(name, size type) regarding an object (attached file) to which said data is linked 
(page 5 [0059] lines 5-10, page 6 [0065], information regarding to the attached 
file is displayed in the electronic message, such as file name, type and size); 

d. means for transmitting symbols to the receiving terminal (page 5 [0059] lines 5- 
10, message is received by a user's electronic message client) without transferring 
data objects (page 5 [0053], lines 23-28, descriptive information are displayed to 
the receiver to inform the size of the attached file before transferring the attached 
file; page 6 [0066], attached file is transferred after the descriptive information is 
viewed and the file is selected); and 

e. means for transferring the data objects in response to requests by the receiving 
terminal (page 6 [0066-0068], a command is received from the user of the 
receiving terminal to save a particular attachment). 

33. Referring claim 16, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 

15 further including means for determining from said symbols a size of their 
corresponding data object (page 6 [0065], lines 2-6, figure 17, the symbol 76 KB shows 
the size of attached word file is determined to be seventy-six kilobytes). 

34. Referring claim 17, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 

16 further including means responsive to a request from the receiving terminal for 
selecting a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0066], lines 4-5, a command 
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(request) is received from the user of the receiving terminal to save a particular 
attachment). 

35. Referring claim 18, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 
17 further including means responsive to a request from the receiving terminal for 
downloading a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0067-0068], after the 
command (request) is received, a copy if file is saved from the sender to the receiver 
(downloading)). 

36. Referring claim 19, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 
17 further including means responsive to a request from the receiving terminal for 
deleting a data object from the sending terminal (page 6 [0064] lines 13-17, read window 
is provided to the user to delete and manage messages and file attachments). 

37. Referring claim 20, Daniell teaches the electronic mail communication network of claim 
16 wherein: said means for storing a symbol of said data object separately from its 
corresponding data object in a separate file folder at the sending terminal (page 4 [0045], 
default attachment directory is the folder that saved the attached file (data object), page 6 
lines [0064], information regarding to the attachment is sent to the receiving terminal 
without the transferring data object, therefore the information are stored in a cache, which 
is in a separate file folder at the sending terminal). 

Conclusion 

38. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, 
the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed by 
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the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how the amendments 
avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(c). 

39. Spielman et al., US Patent Numbers 6,671,355, and 6,560,318, teaches an arrangement 
for managing notification preferences for notification delivery messages in an IP-based 
notification architecture, where the information contains the total size and number of 
attachments. 

40. Miller et al., US Patent Numbers 6,421,707, teaches a wireless multi-media messaging 
communication method and apparatus, where the electronic message contains a size and 
attachment information. 

41. Tada et al., US Publication Number 2003/0041 112 Al, teaches, attachment document 
management information, including attachment file size. 

42. Gresham et al., US Publication Number 2005/0124337 A9, teaches a system and method 
for airborne passenger electronic communication, where an email contains partial 
information including size data indicative of a size of an e-mail and its attachment. 

43. Yao et al., US Publication Number 2003/0187937 A 1, teaches, using fuzzy-neural 
systems to improve email handling efficiency 

44. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

45. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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46. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
March 5, 2007 




